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Song of Gathering

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty

Hymn #390

The Word of God
Presider

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People

And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Presider may say

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.
Glory to God
Words and music by Sharon Anway, 2003
Chorus: Glory to God in the highest, and peace, peace to all God's people;
Glory to God in the highest and peace to God's people on earth. (repeat)
Holy God, Most High, Source of light and goodness,
We will worship you and praise you forever! Chorus
Jesus Christ, God's Son, Savior, Lamb of God,
You take away our sins and lead us to God. Chorus

The Collect
O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy
Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First Reading

Genesis 50:15-21

Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge
against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” So they approached
Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive
the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive
the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then his
brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” But Joseph said to
them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? Even though you intended to do harm to me,
God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So have no
fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking
kindly to them.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 103:(1-7), 8-13
1 [Bless the Lord, O my soul, *
and all that is within me, bless his holy Name.
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, *
and forget not all his benefits.
3 He forgives all your sins *
and heals all your infirmities;
4 He redeems your life from the grave *
and crowns you with mercy and loving-kindness;
5 He satisfies you with good things, *
and your youth is renewed like an eagle's.
6 The Lord executes righteousness *
and judgment for all who are oppressed.
7 He made his ways known to Moses *
and his works to the children of Israel.]
8 The Lord is full of compassion and mercy, *
slow to anger and of great kindness.
9 He will not always accuse us, *
nor will he keep his anger for ever.
10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins, *
nor rewarded us according to our wickedness.
11 For as the heavens are high above the earth, *
so is his mercy great upon those who fear him.
12 As far as the east is from the west, *
so far has he removed our sins from us.
13 As a father cares for his children, *
so does the Lord care for those who fear him.
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The Epistle

Romans 14:1-12

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. Some
believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise
those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has
welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord
that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.
Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be
fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord.
Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who
abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God.
We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if
we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's. For to
this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.
Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or
sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written,
"As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God."
So then, each of us will be accountable to God.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Hymn

When Christ Was Lifted From the Earth

Words, Brian Wren, 1980
Music: Gordon Slater (1896-1979)

Gospel

Matthew 18:21-35

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often
should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you,
seventy-seven times.
“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts
with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought
to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and
children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him,
saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of
that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon
one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said,
‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with
me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay
the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they
went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to
him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.
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Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his
lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will
also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, Lord Christ.

Sermon
Nicene Creed all say

BCP 358

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
Who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.
Who has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray.

Lord’s Prayer all say

BCP 364

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
Confession of Sin
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

BCP 360

Silence

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Absolution
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of your Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.
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Prayers of the People
In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer their own prayers, either silently or aloud or in
the chat space below.

Beloved God, we thank you for giving us power through your Spirit to reveal your life to the
world: strengthen, bless, and guide us to make you known by word and example.
Silence

We are your Church, O God.
Guide us in your grace.
We thank you for your creation, and pray for the earth you have given us to cherish and protect:
Nourish in us your love for all you have made.
Silence

We are your Church, O God.
Guide us in your grace.
Guide and bless us in our work and in our play, and shape the patterns of our political and
economic life that all people may share in the fulfillment of your creative work.
Silence

We are your Church, O God.
Guide us in your grace.
Awaken our hearts to your presence in all people; in those we love easily and those with whom
we struggle, in those different from us and those familiar to us.
Silence

We are your Church, O God.
Guide us in your grace.
We thank you for calling us to a glorious heritage as your holy people. Free us from lack of
vision, from inertia of will and spirit. By your life-giving Spirit, lead us out of isolation and
oppression, redeem and restore us.
Silence

We are your Church, O God.
Guide us in your grace.
We thank you for the gift of life, with all its blessing and sorrows. Shield the joyous, comfort
and strengthen those in any need or trouble. Bless those who will be born today and those who
will die, that joining with the company of all your saints we may rejoice in one unending song
of praise to the marvels of your creation.
Silence

We are your Church, O God.
Guide us in your grace.
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Concluding Collect all say
O God, who brought all things to birth in creation and gave us grace to become your
daughters and sons: Draw us together that we may live in harmony with all of life and in
the Spirit as the family of Christ in the ages to come. Amen.
Passing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you.
Blessing
Song of Sending

Lord, Make Us Servants of Your Peace

Hymn #593

Dismissal
We give special thanks to our talented musicians Janet Sanders and Sharon Anway for their
musical offerings today. Thank you, Taylor Clark and Jen Rasmussen for managing the
technical portions of our worship!

The Rt. Rev. Alan Scarfe, Bishop of Iowa
The Rev. Elizabeth Duff Popplewell, Rector
The Rev. Liane Nichols, Deacon
The Rev. Ruth Ratliff, Deacon
Ms. Sharon Anway, Music Director & Composer-in-Resident
Janet Sanders, Organist
St. Luke's Episcopal Church ▪ 2410 Melrose Drive ▪ Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613 ▪ 319-277-8520
email st.lukes@cfu.net ▪ website stlukescf.org ▪ Facebook St. Luke's Episcopal Church (Cedar Falls)

7

